I teg  to  submit  to  you  my 

Sixth  Annual  Report  regarding  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Bluenavon  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,.  IS 41.  - : •'  • 

1 

Having  regard  for  the  necessity 
;for.  economy,  in  the.  use  of  paper,  and  the  continued  pressure  of 
work  in  the  Public  ^eaith  Department  caused  through  War  conditions 
the  report  will  again  be  curtailed  and  confined  chiefly  to 
statistics  and  those  essential  matters  which  have  affected  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  true  district  during  the  period  under 
review,  , • 


GENERAL  HEALTH CONDITIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Apart  from  Measles , of  which  one  hundred  and  ten  cases  were 
notified,  there  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  requiring 
special  comment. 

The  general  health  conditions  in  the  district  were  again 
fairly  good  throughout  the- year.  The  maintaining  of  the  health  of 
the  population  in  time  oi  peace  is  a matter  of  much  concern  for 
the  local  authority  and  its  health  officials,  but  under  war 
conditions  the  responsibilities  are  much  greater  and  the  task 
tremendous! y H.T1  u J.  t is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion  a 

matter  for  great  satisfaction  to,  know  that  the  district  has  been 
free  from  any  serious  epidemic  and  the  standard  of  health 
maintained  during  the  difficult  and  troublesome  times  through 
which  we  are  passing. 

In  January  1941  over  a thousand  official  evacuees  were 
billeted  with  householders  in -the  area*,  rt  the  end  of  the  year 
this  number  had.  fallen  to  six  hundred  and  forty  five.  By  far, 
the  greater  number  of  t ic  se  evacuees  were  unaccompanied  children 
from  Dover  and  Walthamstow,  arc  grdat.  credit  is  due  to  the 
foster-parents  in  the  district  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
these  children  nave  been  Cared  for  and  treated  in  their  new 
home  s . 

The  influx  of  such  a large  number  of  evacuees  into  the 
district  imposed  a severe  strain  upon  the  health  services  in  the 
area,  but  r have  pleasure  in  stating  that  from  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  early  in  June,  1940  up  to  the  present,  the  health  of 
the  evacuees  has  been  on  the  whole-  consistently  good. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  conjunction 
with  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  for  Medical  and  hospital 
treatment  in  respect  of  evacuee  children  are  exceptionally  good. 
Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases,  such  as  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever,  cerebro- srinal  Meningitis,  etc, , is  provided  at 
Snatchwooa  L Abergavenny;  for  skin  diseases  such  as  scabies, 
impetigo,  etc.,  at  the  Tynewydd  Hostel,  Blackwood;  while  the  War 
Emergency  Hospital  at,  Coed-y~gric  is  available  for  accidents  and 
non- infectious  illnesses  which  cannot  have  the  necessarjr  attention 
in  the  homes.  Tree  Medical  service  is  qlso  provided  for  unaccom- 
panied children  and  accompanied  children  whose  fathers  are  in  the 
Services,  These  arrangements  have  proved  to  be  most  useful  in 
times  of  sickness  and  when  accidents  occur,  and  has  relieved 
foster-parents  ad  householders  of  a great  deal  of  worry  and 
responsibility , 


SHEET  3 


\ 


About  mid-year,  the  Council  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  put  into  operation  a scheme  for  the 
Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria  of  all  children  in  the  district 
from  1 to  15  year::. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  children  in  the 
district  who  had  received  a complete  course  of  immunisation  under 
the  County  Council’s  Scheme  and  the  local  scheme  was  as  follows: - 

From  1 - 5 years.  From  5-15  years. 

113  768 

Total  881, 

Although  .these  figures  are  somewhat  encouraging  they  fall 
far  short  of  our  ainj  which  is  to  get  every  child,  if  possible,  in  the 
district  between  uhe  ages  stated,  protected  by  this  simple  process 
against  this  dre  a disease, 

t 

\ SCARLET  FEVER. 

Too  casec’  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified;  no  death  resulted 
from  this  cause.  One  of  these  cases  was  removed  to  Hospital  and 
the  other  isolated  at  home. 

i CEREBRO- SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Six  case-  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  were  notified  and 
three  deaths  occurred  from  phis  disease.  Three  of  the  six  cases 
notified  were  tahen  to  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA . 


Twenty  c ses  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  and  six  deaths 
were  registered  ~rom  this  cause. 

MEASLES  AND  TOPPING  COUGH. 

> One  hundred  and  ten  cases  of  Measles  and  sixty-four  cases 
of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified;  no  deaths  occurred  from  these  causes 


Five  case  of  puerperal  Pyrexia  and  6 of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  were  h:ified. 

No  cases  of  Malaria  Dysentery,  or  Enteric  Fever 
were 'notified. 

' Two  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified. 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  district  for 
infectious  cases 


Tuberculosis  is  not  to  be  included  in  this 


$ 


« 


Vf 


I 
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NEW  CASES  OF  MORTALITY  DURING,  1941 
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TUBERCULOSIS* 


Twenty-nine  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  28  Pulmonary  and  1 
Non-pulmonary  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  2 over  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  1940. 

r*  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

All  case  ' of  Tuberculosis  notified  are  made  the  subject 
of  inquiry  ana  a report  is  made  to  the  Association  ih  accordance 
with  Form  T.-U  Wales* 

No  actio1,  was  necessary  for  the  compulsory  removal  of 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  under  Section 
172  Public  Health  Act-- 
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Comparison  of  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during 

the  past  five  years. 
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Youh  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  J.!.  Crowe,  ; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

a • 


